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Astrophysicists used the Spitzer Space Telescope to scan a cluster of about 500 stars
for evidence of a collision similar to the one that produced Earth's moon. 

  

The telescope searches in the infrared part of the spectrum, which allows researchers to search
for the dust clouds created by massive collisions. The surface area of the dust would absorb
light from the star and become warm. Researchers hypothesize that a maximum of five to ten
percent of all moons form in the way that the Earth's did.
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http://www.sciencedaily.com/videos/2008/0512-unlocking_the_mystery_of_the_moon.htm

